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Abstract:

In Bangladesh, rapid advancements in coverage of many health interventions have coincided with
impressive reductions in fertility and rates of maternal, infant, and childhood mortality. These advances,
which have taken place despite such challenges as widespread poverty, political instability, and frequent
natural disasters, warrant careful analysis of Bangladesh's approach to health-service delivery in the past
four decades. With reference to success stories, we explore strategies in health-service delivery that have
maximised reach and improved health outcomes. We identify three distinctive features that have enabled
Bangladesh to improve health-service coverage and health outcomes: (1) experimentation with, and
widespread application of, large-scale community-based approaches, especially investment in community
health workers using a doorstep delivery approach; (2) experimentation with informal and contractual
partnership arrangements that capitalise on the ability of non-governmental organisations to generate
community trust, reach the most deprived populations, and address service gaps; and (3) rapid adoption of
context-specific innovative technologies and policies that identify country-specific systems and mechanisms.
Continued development of innovative, community-based strategies of health-service delivery, and
adaptation of new technologies, are needed to address neglected and emerging health challenges, such as
increasing access to skilled birth attendance, improvement of coverage of antenatal care and of nutritional
status, the effects of climate change, and chronic disease. Past experience should guide future efforts to
address rising public health concerns for Bangladesh and other underdeveloped countries.
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Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

Author(s): El Arifeen S, Christou A, Reichenbach L, Osman FA, Azad K, Islam KS, Ahmed
F, Perry HB, Peters DH

Year: 2013
Journal: The Lancet. 382 (9909): 2012-2026

Page 1 of 3

Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/s0140-6736(13)62149-2
What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?



resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Asia

Asian Region/Country: Other Asian Country

Other Asian Country: Bangladesh

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Co-Benefit/Co-Harm (Family Planning/Population Reduction):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to promote family planning or
reduce population growth as a climate change adaptation or mitigation measure

 A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Developmental Effect, Diabetes/Obesity, Infectious Disease, Injury, Respiratory Effect

Developmental Effect: Reproductive

Infectious Disease: Airborne Disease

Airborne Disease: Tuberculosis

Respiratory Effect: Other Respiratory Effect

Respiratory Condition (other) : tuberculosis

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content
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Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Pregnant Women

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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